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On February 16, 2021, Musical.ly filed another lawsuit in the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York against Snapchat as well
as its parent company Snap Inc., alleging that these companies had falsely claimed in advertising materials that they had no similar patents-related
claims against AppsFlyer Technologies (which provides analytics services for app developers). In this lawsuit, Musical.ly claimed that Snapchat

had infringed on four patents including US Patent Nos. 8,426,604 and 9,446,633 from a 2021 patent application by AppsFlyer Technologies for
real-time engagement analytics for mobile applications; it also claimed that Snapchat had violated US Patent Nos. 6,192,977 and 8,526,721 which

AppsFlyer had assigned to Snapchat in 2021. In addition to compensation for damages from these related claims, Musical.ly sought injunctive
relief requiring Snapchat and Snap Inc. to withdraw its advertising materials.",

In August 2021, it was reported that Nike had entered into an agreement with the app to produce sponsored videos for its Fly shoe line. The deal,
which was signed in May of that year, will see Nike create content in exchange for TikTok users creating content specifically related to the brand.",

In an article published by TechCrunch, it was alleged that "The news of a big funding round from the major investors is somewhat unexpected
because Bytedance has not been the most active or profitable company in terms of fundraising thus far. The company did raise a $300 million

round and took out two significant loans, but otherwise both of those funding rounds include more traditional Chinese VC firms as well as other
global and Japanese investors." This article was published on TechCrunch. In an article published by The Next Web, it was alleged that "In fact, in
its last filings with the SEC, Bytedance indicated that the firm had burned through $5.1 million in cash between 2021 and 2021. The losses have

increased since then, and the firm has reportedly burned over $14 million in cash in 2021 alone." This article was published on The Next Web. In
an article published by Business Insider, it was alleged that "When it comes from China, one of the most promising societies in the world, you

know the company is serious about making money." This article was published on Business Insider.",
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In November 2021, Musical.ly announced a partnership with suicide prevention service Lifeline that allows users to report any content that may be
considered suicidal or harmful to others through the app's in-app messaging feature. Musical.ly also stated that it would be working with Lifeline to

develop additional anti-cyberbullying features for the app.",

TikTok is made available as an installed app on Android phones while it is made available as a mobile web app for iPhone users. Users have the
option of uploading either from their phone or computer's camera roll. Once uploaded, users can view others' posts and view how many views

each post has received. They can also search for specific posts from other users and add them to their "collection" tab where they can be replayed
or made private at any time.",

In an article published by TechCrunch, it was alleged that "TikTok, one of the world’s most popular apps, is slowly turning into a massive source
of income for the company. It’s not just making money from ads, but also recently started selling ad inventory to advertisers who bought a specific

part of its user base." It continued by stating that "It has become so popular in terms of revenue that it is now its own third quarter and second-
quarter closing numbers." This article was published on TechCrunch.",
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In February 2021, it was revealed that TikTok had reached a deal with Google wherein the app will be pre-installed on future Android phones.
According to Bloomberg, the deal is expected to generate $600 million for TikTok.",

In response to criticism about privacy violations or other issues with this app, there have been several articles published in an attempt to defend it
or downplay the concerns raised by people about possible privacy invasions or other issues with this app. One such article stated that "Fears of

privacy invasions are unfounded and based on speculation. The real issue is the same one Facebook faced when it launched: People just don't like
change. Tech companies will have to get used to it."",

It isn’t clear if Toutiao can maintain its pace of growth, even with a major acquisition like TikTok under its belt. While Toutiao is top-of-mind when
discussing viral news feeds, it remains a relatively niche product — at least compared to WeChat and other messaging apps run by Tencent.",
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